Fall 2010 (1987), DeLillo's Underworld (1997), McCarthy's Blood Meridian (1985) , Updike's Rabbit Angstrom: The Four Novels (1995) , and Roth's American Pastoral (1997) ranked in the top five. The participants in the roundtable Yvonne Atkinson, Marni Gauthier, Steven Frye, Marshall Boswell, and David Brauner discussed the significance of this survey and what it said, or did not say, about contemporary American writing. Along the way they also explored the stylistic and historical impact of these five authors, examined the connections and similarities found among their writings, and even debated the need and the worth of the New York Times rankings. The Philip Roth Society has sponsored roundtable discussions before, and this journal has published a couple of these proceedings in past issues, but this is the first time the Society joined up with similar organizations to look at the broader sweep of recent American writing.
Next, we feature three critical essays that, taken together, explores Roth's fiction from the earliest years to the most recent. The first is by James Duban, who looks at "Eli, the Fanatic" (1957) within the context of Meyer Levin's In Search (1950) and Arthur Koestler's Promise and Fulfilment: Palestine 1917 -1949 (1949 , and what they say about the Holocaust. This contribution to the journal continues the author's examination of Roth and Levin that he began in the previous, Spring 2011, issue. Readers are encouraged to revisit that essay to get a fuller sense of Duban's project. Next, Ginevra Geraci focuses on the uses of time and alternate history in The Plot Against America (2004). In her piece, she uses Paul Ricoeur's third volume of Time and Narrative (1988) to examine Roth's counterhistory and frame it within the concept of uchronia, a hypothetical or "timeless" representation of time. Finally, narrative theorist Frederick Luis Aldama considers a novella that has received relatively little critical attention, Indignation (2008). Relying on current findings in cognitive science and neurobiology, and the crossroads between these findings and narratology, Aldama demonstrates how Roth is able to create effective representations of human consciousness and place them in specific socio-historical moments, such as the mid-twentieth-century middle-class milieu found in Indignation.
All of this, along with a strong book review section and the extensive 2010 bibliography, makes this issue of Philip Roth Studies one of which we are particularly proud. At the same time, we encouraged readers to stay tuned for equally compelling future volumes of the journal and the activities of the Philip Roth Society. Our next issue will be our fourth guest-edited collection, this one entitled "Roth and Women" and devoted to the ways in which Roth writes gender relations, his reception from female readers, and the general history surrounding the novelist's representation of women. And in 2013, the Roth Society will be holding its first-ever conference and activities that will commemorate the writer's 80 th birthday. The event will be called "Roth@80," and it will include a variety of prominent scholars, writers, and critics who have been influenced by his fiction. Philip Roth Studies will be at the center of that conference, and we hope to bring you many of the papers, discussions, and speeches delivered there.
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